Grreetings!

Aubretd iz finally herel  The charchis beins transfoemed as [ wiite. The trees areup
arud the lights are spatkding, atd oddly enough, [ find myself begrmingtorelax, The
decorabl cns have brought mem ories flooding back from Clri stmases pasg.

When was little, my mom and [ arould spend the weekends balang dozens of cookies, and in betareen the batches
of cookies baking, we would decorate o tree with ornam erts we had collected ower the years, retelling the dories
of the wvacati on the crnamerd was from, or rememberitng the Favorite teacher who helpedme to make the tizsue
paper angel i 3rd grade, and then carefdly placing ornamerts o the veryrtop of the tree that were bought shortly
after [ wasborn.,  As each ofnam ert was wwr apped, the stories were retold and sometimes new detail s wol d be
remetmbered or added

Oy Ol shim as Eve, oy family would golocking o hghts oobitung and shbing o way the ough the city. Whenoae
rebuned home, T woudwait for Sartato come and sourty off to bed when the weatherman on the 10 o’ clock nevwrs
sadthat Ganta’s sleigh had been gpotbed in the area. The next moartung of course, [ woke evetsrone up long before
daybreak to open presents.

Years later, my brother andl developed ox owntradition At exactly mido ght, we would ool up ber the fire at
my parent’s hioase and [ woald read the Watiwty storye oot Loud for us. [ would hinger over the words and every
detarl. This stotyrwas better than aty guft that would be received in a few howrs. Those moom ents were filled with
mage, mydery atd a sense of peace. The Christ Childhad been bornunder the most extransdinay ciroumstances
arnd all seemed right with the wold once again,

Orver the course of the next five weeks, we will be creating memoties of o own as we jowrney from darkness to
light and follow the star to Bethlehem. The choir will be preserting pieces from their cantata eachweek dring

both wotship services, we will listen to the children retell the Clristmas story on Thisday, December 9thoat 7
PLL and onChristmas Eve at 5 and 11 we will celebrate once again the barth of the One who changed all of
tn arikitud.

It will be a mageal, life changing joarney, full of new memories and stories to tell. Thope youwill joinuas. [look
forward to seeins youin wor dup on Sunday.

wiehe?




